
Request for Information on Water Primrose 
 
The Water Primrose (Ludwigia grandiflora/peploides) is a South American 
species that has become a serious pest in parts of Europe, particularly in 
France where it has spread rapidly, choking waterways, increasing flood risk 
and crowding out native species.  It is sold in some specialist garden centres 
in the UK but its sale is likely to be banned shortly following recent public 
consultations and the conclusion of a risk assessment which found that the 
species poses a high risk to Britain.   
 
Several small ‘wild’ populations have become established in England and 
Wales in the past few years and it is vital that action is taken early to remove 
these before they spread out of control like other aquatic plants such as 
Crassula helmsii and Hydrocotyle ranunculoides.  To this end the 
Environment Agency is currently attempting to eradicate the plant at the eight 
known sites.  However, there are likely to be other sites that are not known 
and we need the help of BSBI recorders in detecting and reporting these. 
 
We are therefore appealing for information as rapidly as possible on any sites 
in which Ludwigia grandiflora/peploides is growing wild.  Can you please pass 
on any sightings to the GB non-native species secretariat: nnss@csl.gov.uk.     
 

  
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 


